
School Newsletter                                       November  2011    Issue 10  

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Lots of good news in this month’s 
newsletter.  
 

Special congratulations to Caitlin 
McMillan for her success in winning 
the Bright Sparks national award for her Science 
Fair invention.  Congratulations also to the Bal-
macewen A water polo team for winning the South 
Island title.  
 

At this time of the year our Year 8 students are re-
flecting on their time at Balmacewen and enjoying 
their last few weeks together.  I am very pleased to 
say that 2011 Year 8 group have been excellent 
ambassadors and role models for our school. 

There are a number of special events planned for 
the Year 8 group and I look forward to seeing eve-
ryone making the most of these opportunities.  
 

Even though we are nearing the end of the year, we 
continue to place high emphasis on personal attrib-
utes such as respect, friendship, self responsibility 
and kindness.  I look forward to a really happy, 
busy and enjoyable end to the year. 

 

Kind Regards 

Andrew Hunter 
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15. 121-22 5    In this newsletter…  
· North Zone Athletics  

· SI Water Polo Champs 

· Wearable Arts 

· NZ Bright Spark Award 

· Food Technology 

· Congratulations Sean Lau 

· Australian Maths Results 

· ICAS Result 

· Touch News 

November 
· 21-22 Fonterra Roadshow 

· 22 Otago Athletics 

· 29-2  Year 8 Big Day Out  

December  
· 5-9 Year 8 Big Day Out  

· 9 School Swim 

· 16 Final Assembly 

 

  

 

 

 
 
  



�����������	�
��

Charlotte Cooper 

The Year 7 students have had a busy start to their last term as Year 7’s at Balmacewen.    
It was so good to see so many students participating in the Wearable Arts.  They all did an 
excellent job and performed well on stage, with many receiving prizes for their efforts.  

 

A number of classes have had their day at Long Beach rock climbing. Once again the stu-
dent’s manners and positive attitudes were outstanding. Many students over came fears 
and achieved more than they expected climbing the rock face. The team challenge at the 
beach demonstrated the effective teamwork and communication skills being put in to prac-
tise this term with our focus on communication in class. Four classes are still to head to 
Long Beach next week.  
 

As part of our focus this term, the students have been developing their performing arts 
skills in the areas of dance and drama.  Classes have been taking part in a Royal New 
Zealand Ballet dance workshop.  I have been very impressed with the students’ focus dur-
ing these sessions. It’s not as easy as it looks.   

 

 A big thank you to all the parents and caregivers that have helped out so far this term. We 
really appreciate it.  
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Terry Tarapi 

Kia ora families and friends  
 

Our integrated unit for this term is called “Challenge.”  This will see the students par-
ticipate in a variety of challenges including… 
 

1.  Completing our Challenge Day Out (Outdoor Education) 

2.  Completing the Health Programme “From the Shadows”, this focuses on drug 
education    (Health) 

3.  Participating in our Class Lip-Synch (Performing Arts) 

4.  Presenting a speech to the class (English) 

5.  Competing as a team member in our interclass touch (Physical Ed) 
 

It is amazing to think that there are just four weeks left for your child at Balmacewen 
Intermediate.  There are a lot of fun activities planned, especially in the last two 
weeks of school.  These include Challenge Day Out, Year 8 Social, School Swim 
and Classroom Activities.   
 

All students will be working extremely hard to complete the important units of work 
described above.  Teachers are constantly referring to the expectations newsletter 
that came home at the start of the term, reminding the students how important it is 
to keep applying their best efforts in all endeavours.     
 

Each child has received an informational newsletter about the Challenge Day Out 
and we wish the students all the best in their fundraising endeavours.  The Job Con-
tract has been the most popular fundraising option and numerous parents have en-
joyed their children completing odd jobs around the home.  Keep working them 
hard.   

 

Kind Regards  

Year 8 Staff 



Extra Balmacewen Students who represented Otago at Sport in 2011 
Emma Cooper and Maddie Black: Otago 14th Grade Football which won the South Island Football Tour-
nament.    

Will Trapeznik: Cricket 

Ethan Sabistan: Otago Rugby, Metro Rugby, Metro Touch and Metro Cricket. 

Megan Guest and Caitlin McMillan placed first in the Duet at the NZ Intermediate School Synchronised 
Swimming Championships.  Megan was third in the solo. Megan and Caitlin along with Amelia  Meredith 
Vaughan were placed third in the teams.  

North Zone Athletics Heidi Cleland 
After our successful school athletics day in Week 10 of Term 3, Balmacewen had over 100 representa-
tives at the North Zone athletics day, held Thursday 10th November.  There were some excellent results, 
meaning we now have 84 students going on to represent Balmacewen at the Otago Primary Schools 
Champs.  These will be held on Tuesday 22nd of November.  Good luck to all the students involved. 

South Island Water Polo Championships Lisa Shea 

On the weekend of November 4-6th Balmacewen entered two teams in the South Island water 
polo championships.  Teams from Canterbury, Southland and Otago competed over the week-
end at Moana Pool.  We also hosted billets from Cobham Intermediate in Christchurch.  Results 
for the weekend were outstanding with Balmacewen Blue coming 5th in a great match against 
Southland Girls in their final.  Balmacewen Gold went through the tournament unbeaten with a 
close match with Cobham A in the final where they won 6-2.  Ben McMahon and Lachlan Brand-
ham were awarded Most Promising Players for the Tournament.  Thanks to all the parents and 
helpers over the weekend, especially the Gold coach Michael Gray.  



Wearable Arts Lisa Shea 
On November 2nd we held our Wearable Arts show at the Otago Boys Auditorium.  It was a fan-
tastic night with over 200 students taking part in the show: our performance Kapa Haka group, 
hip hop dancers, Rooms 2 and 14 and the Wearable Arts participants themselves.  A huge thank 
you to the staff involved in the show and to our judges: Grace Ockwell and Simon Swale.  Win-
ners and highly commended were chosen in each of the four sections and then the overall top 
designs were selected. 

Overall Prize Winners 
1st  Henri Gaudin and Louis Renner  

      The Battle of Heineken from the Recycled  

2nd  Emma Taggert and Amy Jones   

       Book worm from the Wild and Wacky 

3rd   Maddy Dixon, Brieana Shea &  

        Holly Armstrong    

         Eye Candy from Glow in the Dark  
 

The night was a huge success.  Check out some photos on our 
school website.  

 Wild & Wacky Kiwiana Recycled Glow in the Dark 
1st Amy Jones 

Emma Taggart 

Rachel Kinley  

Lauren McConachie 

Henry Gaudin 

Louis Renner 

Maddy Dixon 

Brieana Shea 

Holly Armstrong 

2nd Romany McLaren Anna Dixon 

Maia Usherwood  

Lillie Young 

Oscar Black Abbey Hubbard 

3rd Annabelle Ritchie Megan Foley Grant McNaughton Maddy Black 

Sasha Dow 



New Zealand Bright Spark Award 
Brilliant young inventor Caitlyn McMillan has won the ‘12 and 
under’ age group for her outstanding ‘Water Dog’ project at the 
2011 ETITO Bright Sparks Awards.  This is New Zealand’s 
premier electronics and programming competition for school stu-
dents.  

Last Tuesday night (November 1st) a fantastic bunch of stu-
dents, parents, teachers, technology industry leaders, university 
and community leaders and politicians gathered together for an 
awards event and project showcase at Jade Software in Christ-
church.   

Caitlyn, a student from Balmacewan Intermediate School, came 
up with her smart idea after worrying about her dog dehydrating 
during the day. 

My dog, Mishka, likes to drink out of the bath tap instead of her dog bowls. It’s annoying having 
to always turn the tap on and off for her.  It’s also not very good for her as she waits for us to 
come home before drinking rather than drinking when she needs to,” says Caitlyn. 

Set on fixing this problem, Caitlyn created a very clever contraption that mimics a bath tap for 
Mishka to drink from whenever she’s thirsty.  The sensors turn on when Mishka approaches the 
device, meaning Caitlyn doesn’t need to be there when her dog is thirsty. 

You can also view Caitlyn’s project here and a video clip of her project http://
www.brightsparks.org.nz/water-dog/ 

Y8 Food Technology Alex Buttery 
The Y8 Food Technology groups have been working on designing and advertising their own fla-
vour of ice-cream.  They all have to work out a unique name and of course lots of taste testing as 
we go, to make their flavours.  It has to use natural flavours and colours.  This week has seen 
them in action selling them to other classes.  Each class has a wide variety of flavours available 
and it is a good fun way to end the unit. The groups have to work out the cost of their chosen fla-
vour and after the selling is over, work out if they have meet their cost and returned a profit. 



Congratulations Sean Lau 

Sean has been invited to attend the ICAS medal ceremony in 
Auckland to receive a medal for Mathematics at the beginning 
of December, having gained a High Distinction in this competi-
tion. This means that he is one of the best in the country. He 
has also been awarded a Prize in the Australasian Maths Com-
petition (the highest award possible.) Sean has also recently 
received High Distinctions in Australasian Challenge series for 
maths and the Newton series for Maths. Congratulations Sean!  

Australasian Maths Competition Results 
PRIZE: Sean Lau                            HIGH DISTINCTION: Jack Craig 

DISTINCTION: Henri Gaudin, Raphael Magnuson, Grant McNaughton, Sean Kim, Kevin Yang, 
Cameron Miller, Damian Soo, Rachel Kinley and Regan Taylor. 

ICAS Results 
It has been great to see so many Balmacewen students achieving to such a high standard in the 
ICAS Exams. 
Mathematics   
HIGH DISTINCTION: Sean Lau (ICAS Medal), Henri Gaudin and Raphael Magnuson 

DISTINCTION: David Ross, Holly Armstrong, Lola Garden, John Weidling, Joshua Malcolm, Jack 
Craig, Hank Niemi, Nicholas Tregonning,  Cameron Miller, Tarren Loughran, Daniel Tan, Regan 
Taylor, Hayley Dick and Emma Taggart. 

Spelling  
HIGH DISTINCTION Carlssen Van Rooyen   DISTINCTION: Oscar McGuire, Henri Gaudin, 
Thomas Scoles, Annabelle Ritchie, Emma Taggart, Carlssen Van Rooyen , Kara Bethune and  
Sean Lau.  

English 
HIGH DISTINCTION: Archie Buissink   DISTINCTION: Oscar McGuire, Michael Evans, Michael 
Sewell,  Alyssa Parks, Sean Lau and Holly Armstrong  

Writing  

DISTINCTION: Hayley Dick, Holly Armstrong, Annabelle Ritchie and Lucy Bell.  

Music News  Katy Fitzgerald 
Term four lessons are well underway and badges will be given out in 
the next few weeks to those who have committed themselves to lessons 
for the whole year.  Lessons will finish at the end of week six.  Guitars 
and violins hired from the school are due back that week in the condi-
tion they were hired.  Fees for term four will be reduced to $30 and are 
also due at the end of week six. 



Touch News Alex Buttery 

We are well underway with touch this sea-
son.  We have 7 Teams entered in the Oval 
Primary Schools Competition held on Thurs-
day afterschool.  It is not often that it is can-
celled but if it is the school gets an email 
about 2pm and we get a message to all stu-
dents just after that time.  

Recently Otago Touch held trials for both 
Metro and Otago Representative age group 
teams.  We had 15 of the 25 trialists make 
the metro teams and of these 4 got into Ota-
go Teams.  Congratulations to Emma Dunn 
(Otago U13 Mixed), Melina Palmer & Geor-
gia Walsh (Otago U15 Girls), and Te Ariki 
Stevenson (Otago U15 Boys) who were se-
lected.  We wish them all the best for the up-
coming tournaments. 

Jayden Hollander has been selected to referee at the New Zealand Secondary Schools Touch 
Nationals to be held in Hamilton in December.  This is a huge achievement for Jayden as he is 
the youngest New Zealand Referee to be selected. 

Emma and Melina in action March 2011 

RASA SHOW 2011 
Sunday December 11th 

6pm Regent Theatre. 
Tickets available from Regent and Ticket Direct 

Adults $14   Child (5-12yrs) $8  

Student (13+) $11  Senior  (over 65) $11 


