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Dear Parents and Caregivers 

Well done to all of the students 

who made significant improve-

ments in last month‟s Mega Math 

work.  It was great to see the whole 

school average improve by over 

20%.  It was especially pleasing to 

see was students‟ self esteem and 

confidence grow from the result of hard work.  It also 

showed the importance that parents continue to have in 

their child‟s education.   Please continue to make the  

effort to help your child learn their basic facts, test their 

spelling words or listen to them read. 
 

The behaviour of the students has continued to impress 

me.  We have been very lucky with the mild weather, 

which has allowed plenty of outside play with hand ball 

being the “flavour of the month.”  Fantastic behaviour 

was also highly evident at this year‟s disco.  It was great 

to see so many children enjoying themselves!            

Congratulations to the school council who organised this 

year‟s disco and the students who attended.   
 

Good luck with putting the finishing touches to your   

science fair entries and to all those who will be            

representing the school at this year‟s Southland Sports        

Exchange. 

 

Kind Regards 

Simon Clarke 

Acting Principal 
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Calendar  

July 

5th    Choir Workshop  

5th –8th  Science Fair 

6th   Southland Winter Sports    

Exchange 

8th Maggi Team in Chch 

14th  Orchestra Concert 12pm in     

the  PAC 

15th Last day of Term Two 
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Year Seven News 

Charlotte Cooper 

 We are nearly at the end of a busy Term Two.  Well done for all of the hard work 

that students have put in to their science fair inquiries.  I‟m really looking forward to 

seeing all of the interesting investigations and inventions next week.  They will be on 

display in the school hall.  The school is open for you to come in and check out their 

hard work.  You might also like to look at some other work of the Year Seven stu-

dents.  

 
There is some great photography that was taken during class visits to the 

Orokonui Ecosantuary.  These are on display in the office foyer.  Make sure you 

vote for your favourite, for the People‟s Choice Award.  Kerry Kelk and Tahu 

from the Ecosantuary are also coming in to pick their favourites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the library there is a display of Nigel Brown Inspired Artwork by Year Seven   

students.  These are the top five artworks from each class.   

 

The students have been learning about Matariki, 

which is a constellation that appears in the sky in 

June.  It also marks the beginning of the Maori 

New Year. Trips to the Beverly Begg Observatory 

have been organised for students who are keen to 

learn more about our night sky.  Hopefully we get 

some nice clear nights over the next few weeks. 

Jess Faulks        Emma Taggart  Ben Major                 Josh  Wheeler-Jones                



Year Eight News 

Terry Tarapi 

Kia Ora Parents and Caregivers 
 

What an action packed term we are having.   
 

The teachers have been impressed with the way the 

majority of the students have approached the science 

fair investigations.  These students have certainly     

displayed a mature work ethic to take responsibility for 

their learning.  Selecting a topic they are interested in, 

is obviously a key motivating factor with this.  Thank 

you for your support in the completion of this activity, 

it is clear that when school and home work together 

that your child‟s learning is enhanced.  We look       

forward to the opportunity to view the finished       

products. 
 

All classes are involved in fitness training at the moment.  We 

have a number of dry and wet weather courses that your child 

will run.  The goal is to run for 12 minutes without stopping.  It 

is wonderful to see the improvement and focus that the students 

are displaying.  Having the correct footwear, gym shoes,      

certainly does help with their running.  With the cross country 

next term the students will be well and truly ready. 
 

At the end of this term we will be holding a Matariki Kite     

Flying Festival.  Over the next 2 weeks the students, in groups 

of  3-4, will design and make kites.  This venture will be      

completed entirely at school, although your child may come 

home foraging for extra materials.  The teachers held an initial 

kite making  session this week and we all thoroughly enjoying 

flying the   finished kites.   It will be a fun and entertaining way 

for the year group to end the term.   

 

Kind regards 

Y8 Teachers 



Music News  Katy Fitzgerald 

Fees: Term Two fees ($50 in most cases) are due by the end of next week.  Please pay 

these promptly so they can be passed on to the relevant tutors.   You can hand them in to the 

school office or to Mrs Fitzgerald in Room 10. 

Choir: The school special choir is participating in a workshop on   

Tuesday the 5th of July with students from Tahuna Intermediate & Taieri     

College.  Parents are welcome to attend their concert at 2pm in the PAC.  

A number of students from the school choir have been visiting rest homes 

and entertaining the residents with songs.  Many thanks to the parents 

who have assisted with transport on these outings. 

Orchestra: The school orchestra is busy preparing for an orchestra 

interchange with Kaikorai Primary School at the end of the term.     

Parents are welcome to attend their concert at 12pm in the PAC on 

Thursday July 14th. 

Ukulele Jam: A dedicated group of students have begun preparing for the    

Intermediate Schools‟ Ukulele Jam next term.  A wide range of songs need to be 

learned before then.  It has been great to see a number of Year Seven and Eight 

students commit themselves.  More information about times and dates will be 

available next term. 

Balmacewen Newsletter by Email 

If you are still getting a copy of the newsletter on paper and would like to 

change to email please email Simon Clarke  at sclarke@balmacewen.school.nz 

 

 

 

 

John McGlashan Interchange Lauren Roney & Heidi Cleland  

On Wednesday the 1st of June, Balmacewen took part in a Winter Sports Interchange with John 

McGlashan College.  The two sports played were rugby and football, with Balmacewen recording 

two convincing wins. 

Rugby:  77-5 to Balmacewen.  Players to stand out were Kaiden Vou, James Nind and Year 7 

Samuel Jones.  Thanks to Mr Herden for coaching the team and team manager Eddie Grant. 

Football:  4-0 to Balmacewen.  Captained by Jarryd Taig, the boys football team produced a great 

team effort.  Thanks to Mr Martin for coaching the team and team manager Connor Sutherland. 

Next week we have our annual Winter Exchange with Southland Boys and Southland Girls.  Both 

our Year Sevens and Year Eights will be competing against them in basketball, rugby, soccer, 

hockey and netball. Good luck to everyone involved! 



House News  Billy Napier 

    

 432  477   347 

Writersô Workshop Anna Garthwaite 
 

Hayley Dick, Annabelle Ritchie and Jason Stewart represented Balmacewen at a Writers‟ 

Workshop held last Thursday at Port Chalmers School. 

The workshop involved three authors: Kyle 

Mewburn, David Elliot and Elizabeth Pulford.  

It was a fabulous opportunity to listen and 

learn from three amazing authors.  Each author 

had their own way of presenting but each was 

equally inspiring.  It was also a great chance to 

work with other writers from various schools 

around Dunedin. 

Students had the opportunity to write and get personal feedback from the authors.  It also 

became clear from listening to students‟ writing, that there are a lot of talented writers out 

there! 

Some of the writing techniques shared were about characters.  David Elliot discussed about 

making a conflict in your character, give them strengths but also a weakness, this causes a 

problem which adds to your character and plot.  His advice included developing the    char-

acter so the character is real and interesting to you.  

“Visualise them so they can walk through the door of your imagination.” 

 378  

There has been plenty of house sport action this term.  The staff have been pleased to 

see many of the students giving it their all to earn points for their House.  The 40 

Hour Famine this year gave us the opportunity to reward points to each House.   All 

houses did well with Shetland raising the most.  Shetland now have the overall lead in 

the House Sport Competition.  Lynn had their money back the quickest so they        

received the bonus points this year!  Well done to all the students who took part and 

good luck for the Friday Sports remaining this Term. 

Well done to the students who raised money for the 40 Hour Famine.  In total 

we raised $5094.  Thank you for your generosity in going without and thank 

you to our community who supported them.    The money you raised will 

change the lives of children in East Timor.   

Lost Property Lost Property at school is overflowing.  Please ask your child to 

check for missing items before the term finishes.  We strongly recommend the naming of 

clothing.  A lost item is more likely to be returned if it is named.   



Netball Competition Nicole Kereopa 
Balmacewen has thirteen netball teams competing in the Intermediate    

Competition which plays on Thursdays at the Edgar Centre.   All of the teams 

have fought well in the first round and have already begun the second round 

with some great results.   We have two mixed teams this year,  which are 

shaking up the competition.   We have had a good turnout of Balmacewen 

students selected in the Year 7/8 Otago     Representative teams.   Keep up 

the great work netballers! 

Year 7: Devon Familton, Joccoaa Palmer, Leonie Palmer and Ruby Randall (Invitational) 

Year 8: Melina Palmer, Emma Ward, Jenna Chisholm, Georgie Oxley and Maddy Dixon 

Art Gallery Visit  Beth Downie 
As part of our Matariki Celebrations Year 7 classes 

are spending a session at the Art Gallery.   The    

students are completing some fantastic Toi Maori 

work with the educator John Neumegen. 
 
 

All classes have been welcomed with a waiata and 

speech in Maori by John.  We then responded with 

a waiata also. 
 

Some of the activities have seen classes complete 

Korowai (Maori Cloaks), koru fish and koru lizards 

with Indian ink, dye and pastel.  
 
 

As always, thank you to the parents who have      

offered their time to help out with these visits. 

MAGGI KITCHEN SHOWDOWN 2011  Alex Buttery 
We had the film crew in school to video our Maggi Group making their meal for the website on 

Friday 31st May.  This was really enjoyable and we learnt a lot about filming.  There is a great deal 

to do behind the scenes for the still shots and voiceovers.  It took over two hours to make a five 

minute video.  We had to smile lots too.  We made our “Balmac Fiesta” in the time frame of 50 

minutes.  We then shared it with the film crew, who really enjoyed it.  Now we have to impress the 

judges!   

We leave next week on Thursday to travel to  

Christchurch to cook our meal for the judges on   

Friday.   The “Balmac Fiesta” is a lamb kofta served 

with a minty yoghurt dressing, vegetable croquettes 

and a greek salad inside a lettuce cup. Check out our 

meal on www.erinsimpson.tv/2011.   

If we receive enough votes, we will get through to 

the finals.  We would appreciate your vote.  Voting 

starts on July 1st on the website.   

Sam, Mitchell, Shania and India 

http://www.erinsimpson.tv/2011


National Young Leaders Day Matthew on behalf of the School Council 
As we arrived at the beautiful Town Hall we were buzzing with excitement.  We stood there chatting for a 

while, waiting for Miss McGregor to arrive.  As soon as she arrived we got our awesome fluoro arm bands 

to symbolise that we were part of the NYLD 2011.  

Balmacewen Councillors set up base in the second to last row on the bottom floor.  The lights started flick-

ering and Charlie from What Now  jumped onto the noisy stage.  Charlie talked about what young leaders‟ 

day was about and then introduced the first speaker….Pat Buckley.   

The key points of Pat‟s speech were óYou shape your own futureô and óLife is like a book and you write 

your own storyô. 

The second inspirational speaker was the one, the only, Alison Shanks.  Her main points were óEvery day 

countsô and „Dare to have dreamsô. 

Adam Hall spoke next and his main points were „Practise makes permanentô and „Dream it, live it, love 

it and your dreams will come trueô. 

Dave Atkinson was next and he was fantastic to listen to.  He told us to:  

1. Be friendly 

2. Be ourselves 

3. Focus on strengths not weaknesses. 

Overall we had a great day and will become better leaders because of it!                                              

Big Red Nose Day Amy on behalf of the School Council 
Later this term we are going to holding a red nose/big red mufti day, where students 

are encouraged to have some fun while fundraising for kids in communities who 

have a life threatening illness.  There is a small cost and everyone is to wear some-

thing red.  The official date is yet to be confirmed and there will be more informa-

tion coming soon! 

School Disco 
As you may already have read, the „Glow in the Dark‟ school disco was a great success.  The total amount 

of money raised was over $800 which will go towards classroom needs.  Thank you class councillors who 

helped with the organisation!! 

Ski Weekend  Balmacewen School will be holding their annual Ski Weekend to Cardrona on         

Saturday 6th August & Sunday 7th August - the first weekend back in Term 3 after the school holidays.  We do not 

directly look after your child, as in a camp situation but simply pass on the very reasonable rates that we have        

negotiated with Cardrona Ski Field to you and your immediate family.  Therefore you will need to ensure that you 

are responsible for your child at all times and to organise your own transport and accommodation.   For more        

information regarding costs etc, please collect a notice from the school office or phone 4667 251.  



Are you part of a functioning stepfamily? 
We would really appreciate if you and your family would take part in some research.    

The purpose of this research is to explore how regular stepfamilies manage to 
achieve fairness in everyday life.   

Your participation would provide us with information that will be valuable for new and 
other step families who are still struggling to build up this type of relationship. 

All that is involved is one household family meeting and filling out some ques-
tions (approx 45 minutes) 

If this sounds interesting please contact Celia Falchi 0274 460 732 or                
families@ihug.co.nz for more information.  Massey University 

Community Notices  

 

Bubble Dome School Holiday  
workshop these holidays 

Learn the latest in 3D Animation and Games Design  

For students aged 6 to 18 years.  

Tel: 0800 GET BUBBLE (438-282)   Text: 0270 273 7407  
Email: info@bubbledome.co.nz 

 or Book online at: www.bubbledome.co.nz 

Gifted & Talented Programme  Lisa Shea 

An opportunity exists for two students from our school to attend a Gifted and Talented Programme  

at the NZ Marine Centre at Portobello.  Students will be placed in a research team and mentored 

through an inquiry based programme.  They will spend the time at the Marine Centre one day a 

week over five weeks.  Links to past research programmes can be viewed on www.marine.ac.nz 

click on Education and then Gifted &Talented.  The cost for this programme is $275.  If you are 

interested in your child being nominated for this or would like further information please contact 

Lisa Shea at school. 

 

School Holiday Programme 
Children‟s Art Workshop 

*Drawing*Painting*Sculpture* 

*Print-Making*Pottery*Mask-Making* 

Mon. 18
th

- Fri. 29
th

 

Daily: 8/9am-12 noon & 1-4/5/5:30/6pm 

Preference given those enrolled for more than one session  
3hr sessions: 15 hrs - $112.50 (5 days @ $22.50/time) 

Sessions from 3 hours to all day available 

Enquiries/Enrolments: 

Phone 477 6112 / Home 472-8072 / Cell. 021-114-7971 

email: ma-fiarts@clear.net.nz 

Web: www.ma-fiarts.co.nz 

mailto:families@ihug.co.nz
http://www.bubbledome.co.nz/
http://www.marine.ac.nz/
mailto:ma-fiarts@clear.net.nz
http://www.ma-fiarts.co.nz/

