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Dear Parents and Caregivers 

It has been a very busy and   

enjoyable term.  Thank you to 

all Balmacewen staff for their 

enthusiasm and energy over the 

term and to you, our school 

community for all the fantastic 

support that you give us. 

Term One is hugely important to us as it sets the 

foundation for school expectations and lets    

everyone settle in to their new classrooms.  Well 

done to all students who continue to make our 

school a happy and safe environment. 

This will be my last newsletter post for some-

time as I will be on Sabbatical leave.  I take this 

opportunity to wish everyone a good holiday 

break.  I look forward to reading updates online 

on the many achievements sure to happen in 

Term Two. 

In my absence, Simon Clarke should be your 

first contact.  

Kind Regards 

 

 

 

Andrew Hunter 

In this newsletter 
Oscar McGuireôs Letter 

Southland Sports Exchange 

Futsal Season 

Maggi Kitchen Showdown 

Waterpolo Season 

Calendar 
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15  Last day of Term 1 

May   

2. First day of Term 2 

Mayôs Mega Maths Month 

9 - 13   Room 25 Camp 

16 -20  Room 8 Camp 

23 - 27 Room 13 Camp 

30 - 3   Room 4 Camp 

27 - 29 40 Hour Famine 

 

 

95 Dukes Road, PO Box 292, Mosgiel 9053  . Unit 17, 14 Connelly Way, PO Box 285, Cromwell 9342  

DDI 03 489 2610 | M 027 4331018 | P 03 489 3916 | F 03 489 3960  

 



Year  Seven  News  

Charlotte Cooper  

You survived Term 1!  Starting school, camps, museum trips, Chinese Gardens, Nigel 

Brown Inspired Art, lots of learning, your first ASPIRE inquiry and a small ball skills tour-

nament.  Well done students and teachers. 

Next term is going to be just as busy with our Term 2 topic DISCOVERY .  

Our big question is ñCan you prove it?ò  Our focus is on 

Kitchen Chemistry, where we will be developing skills to 

help the students with their Science Fair inquiries.   

Science Fair is one of our biggest inquiry assignments of 

the year and they take a lot of time and effort to complete.  

Students will be finding out early in the term what is    

required so they can crack in to these as soon as possible.  
 

We will also be learning about how to take a 

good photo.  This will be followed up with a 

visit to the Orokonui Ecosanctuary to take 

some nature photography.  
 

 Have a wonderful, relaxing break and a happy Easter. 

 

Rachel Kinley Rm 10 

Nigel Brown Inspired Art  

Isla Thomas Rm 26 Max Smith   Rm 10 



Year  Eight  News  

Terry Tarapi  

What an action packed term we have just experienced!  The students are definitely in need 

of a break to recharge the batteries.  All Year 8 teachers would like to thank the many adult 

helpers who have contributed to our programmes this term.   

The trip to the Rialto Picture Theatre was amazing.  It was a sensational way to end our sur-

vivor unit with the wonderful video footage of life in the sea.  Room 23 gave a resounding 

cheer when the baby turtles finally made the safety of the ocean after being bombarded by 

the seagulls!!   

Next term promises to be more of the same as we move into our integrated theme called 

ñWondermentò.   The two key questions we will focus on areé 

Can I make sense of the world around us?  

Can I Prove It / Make It / Create It?  

With activities such as Science Fair Inquiry Projects, classroom investigations into forensics and 

another four classes heading off to campé next term once again will be a hive of activity.   

Thanks once again for all your support.  The Year 8 Teaching Staff wishes everyone a safe 

and relaxing break.  

Art Gallery 

Aquarium 

Golf 

Sasa 



March 12th, 1866  
 

Dear Hamish,  

I hope you are well, as are your brothers and sisters.  

Enclosed is a dried fern leaf: they are the most wonderful 
plants and over time they curl into each other! There is the 
most amazing flora here.  Joseph Banks was right.  It is 
just so green, with a clear blue sky and birdsong to boot, 
which is definitely a sight better than the depressing 
smoke and coal dust of Scotland.  

On a sadder note, the journey here was horrible on the S.S. 
Ayreshire.  I had heard that it wasn't going to be very 
pleasant, but this was uncalled for.  The living quarters 
were cramped, so there was no privacy.  The food was 
rank (even worse than the stuff we used to live off back 
home!)  It was very hard trying to get to sleep with the waves slapping against 
the hull and the wind howling.  However, it wasn't all bad.  Every fortnight we 
had a dance night and there was some merriment then, but I was still relieved 
when I stepped on dry land.  When I did so, the first thing that struck me was 
the people.  Unlike in Scotland, they were not gaunt and haggard, but plump 
and jolly, and there was not a single beggar!  (Can you believe it?)  

I'm living in Port Chalmers, Dunedin, a grand place, with great ships coming in 
every hour.  The only qualm I have about it here is that the town is so darned 
small!  There are only two churches, but lots of public houses, which makes me 
wonder whether this actually is a God fearing settlement.  It's growing amaz-
ingly fast, though.  One of my new friends, Matthew Talbot, showed me a water-
colour painting of the Octagon by the Reverend John Kinder from ten years 
ago, and it looked nothing like it does now, mainly because of the gold rush six 
years back.  The birds are extraordinary in variety, number, and song, though I 
do miss the sound of pipes.  

I heard Aunt Marjorie is poorly.  How is she faring?  Well, I had better tend to 
the tea.  Do write to me when you can.  

May the Lord bless you and all our family,  

Your devoted cousin,  

Ross  
 

This fantastic piece of writ-
ing by Oscar McGuire of 
Room 7 was  based on an 
immigrantôs journey to New   

Zealand in 1886.  

Canteen Update Term 2 
Hot chocolate or Milo $1.50   Please order 8.30ð
9.00am for interval and lunch 

Nachos $4.00  Available Wednesday only.   
Limit of 20 only due to space...so order quick.    



 

 

 
 

 

 
  

No Food  Survive without any food for 20 hours on     
water, Just Juice, Just Juice Splash and     
barley sugars. 

No Technology  Pull the plug on your TV, computer and mobile 
phone and discover life without technology for 
40 hours.   

No Electricity  Toughen up and switch off every single        
appliance (except your refrigerator) that makes 
for a comfy lifestyle.  (40 hours) 

No Talking  Give your voice and your parent/s a rest.        
(40 hours) 

This year we are raising money for children in East Timor.  If many of us do a little bit , then to-

gether we can make a big difference to others lives.  If  you are still needing a  consent form, you 

can get one from Ms Brady in the Art Room after the holidays.    

Southland Sports Exchange  
On Wednesday the 13th of March Balmacewen hosted Southland Boys 

and Southland Girls for the annual summer sports exchange.  The 

weather was perfect for the occasion and great games were played 

across all of the sports.  There were some exciting close games, with 

two tiebreakers in the boys tennis and aô drop offô in the boys touch. 

We look forward to the winter exchange in term 3 when Southland Boys and Southland 

Girls host Balmacewen in Invercargill. 

 

Heidi Cleland and Lauren Roney  

Futsal Season        Balmacewen has had four futsal teams playing in Football South 

Competition at the Edgar Centre.  As the season developed, so 

did the skills and the teamwork displayed by all teams.   A big 

thank you to the following parents who managed a team this 

season, Liane Kindley, Neil and Bridget Gaudin and Tony Lee.  

Your time and energy was most appreciated.    

Boysô Competition 
 

Girlsô Competition 

FC Balmacewen ï 5th overall The Flaming Flamingos - 3rd overall 

The All Balmacs ï 7th overall  

Balmacewen Blue ï 8th overall  
Heidi Cleland 

Tennis 
Boys singles ï Southland Boys 4 ï 0 
Boys doubles ï Southland Boys 2 ï 0 
Girls singles ï Southland Girls 2 ï 0 
Girls doubles ï Southland Girls 1-0 

Waterpolo 
Boys ï Balmacewen 13 ï 0 

Girls ï Balmacewen 7-3 

Touch Rugby 
Girls A ï Southland Girls 4-3 
Girls B ï Balmacewen 6-1 
Boys A ï Balmacewen 3-2 (Drop off) 
Boys B ï Southland Boys 9-5 

Cricket  
Southland Boys won 

  



House News  

    150   149  136  

Maggi Intermediate Schools Kitchen Showdown 2011 
 

A school-wide competition has been held for places in 

the Maggie Cook Off team. A lot of interest resulted in 

some innovative and yummy recipes.   

It was hard to pick a team, but congratulations to Team 

Balmac 2011: India Lillis (R3), Mitchell Briggs (R23), 

Shaniia Taita (R6), and Team Leader Sam Kilsby (R13). 

 

They have made their secret recipe, taken the photos, and sent off their entry. Now we have to wait 

for the announcement on the Erin Simpson Show on the 20th of April, to see if we have made it 

through to the final 30. Letôs keep our fingers crossed for them. 
 

Alex Buttery 

 108  

Term One has been packed with the Inter House Sport Competition and every house is well and 

truly in the running for the House Shield at the end of the year.  Most teams have had wins during 

the Friday House Sports and it has been fabulous having Teams earning óBonus Pointsô for fair 

play and being respectful to the officials (us teachers). 

The Highgate Hawks still have the lead on the table but the other Houses are closing in, especially 

with the points from the Yr 7 Small Ball competition yet to be added.  

Billy Napier  House Sports Co-ordinator 

Congratulations to Riley Cuthbert, James McGarry and Kasam Ali who have been selected 

by NZ Football for their National Talent Centre. This is developing and identifying players 

for under 17 teams for World Cups. (This is the 1998/99 age group).  There are only 2 or 3 

players selected from each age group for each region in the South Island.  They will attend a 

camp in Oamaru (was to have been Christchurch) in the April School Holidays.  

Waterpolo Season  
This term we have had four teams in the Thursday competition at Moana Pool.  Over this term we have had 

some fantastic results and close competition in some grades.  Many players have shown huge improvement 

in their skills and ability.  They have also conducted themselves well with fairplay and commitment.  A big 

thank you must go to the coaches of the teams.   

Year 8: Gold Team ï Michael Gray and Benjamin Wardhaugh, Blue Team ï Ms Shea and Chris Dingley, 

Green Team ï Miss McGregor.    Year 7: Red Team  - Miss Kereopa.   

The finals were held last night and once again Balmacewen performed extremely well.  

1st Place=Balmac Gold 10ðTahuna 1. 

3rd Place=Balmac Blue 5 - Balmac Red 0  

Lisa Shea 



 

Ma - Fi Arts Workshop  

Autumn School Holiday Programme  
Subsidies available under OSCAR 8am ï 6pm daily.  

 
Minimum of 3 hours daily up to all day if necessary  
Week One: Monday 18th to Thursday 21st April.  
We are closed over Easter Weekend.  
Week Two: Wednesday 27th to Friday 29th April  
 

Contact details: KEC Studio ï 4776112  

Home ï 4728072  Mob ï 0211147971 Web -  <  

http://www.ma - fiarts.co.nz  >      

2011 APRIL SCHOOL  

HOLIDAY PROGRAMME  
WHERE: Chisholm Park & Taieri Golf Clubs 

WHEN: April 18
th
, 19

th
 and 20th 

TIME: 9.30am to 4.30pm 

Tournament on Wednesday 20
th

 April at Taieri 

Golf Club  

Golf instruction clinic 9.30am to 11.00am  

TEE OFF 11.00am 

SOUTHERN GOLF ACADEMY  
Duncan Bennett 

Taieri Golf Club, P O Box 74, Mosgiel       

Ph: 03-489-7406      Fax: 03-489-0263 

Email: southerngolfacademy@hotmail.com      

www.southerngolfacademy.co.nz 

Southlife Easter Egg Hunt  

2-4 pm, Saturday 16th April 2011 
Marlow Park, Moana Rua Road, St Kilda 
Suitable for preschool to Year 8 children 
Cost is $3 per child but covers all activities 

 

Activities: Easter 
egg  hunt, face  paint-
ing, bouncy castle, 

games, entertainment and more. 
See www.southlife.org.nz for more information 

 

FUN ACTIVITIES TOGETHER  

MAORI HILL   

Autumn School Holiday Programme  

Mon 18
th

 April ï Fri 29
th

 April 2011  
8.30am ï 5.30pm daily Kaikorai Rugby Club 

CYF Accredited WINZ Subsidies Available 

Payplans from as little as $17.50/week  

Call or Txt 'Info' to 021982216  

Check Out:  

www.kidzinc.co.nz  

Leslie Rugby  
Junior Coaching Clinic   

April School Holidays  
Friday 29

th
 April 2011   

Edgar Centre 9.00 ï 3.30pm 
Come and learn first hand from international, na-

tional and premier club players.  
For more info visit www.leslierugby.co.nz or call 

0800 4 537543. 

Community Notices  

http://www.ma-fiarts.co.nz/
http://www.ma-fiarts.co.nz/

