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Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
 

We have had snow, sun and        
success in abundance in recent 
weeks! 
 

Thank you to all the students who 
represented the school so            
admirably at our Open Evening.  I 
received many positive comments 
about our students’ attitudes and 
friendliness.  If you have a child or know someone who 
wants to enrol please do so before our closing date of 
September the 16th. 

The students have also achieved many sporting successes 
as the winter sports season concludes.  Many of the 
hockey, basketball and netball teams all made their      
respective finals and a special well done to the Gold    
Netball Team who won Section One. 

Well done also to Jaren Roy and Jensen Haua who were 
selected to play for the U13 New Zealand Basketball 
Team.  

This is my last report as Acting Principal, as Andrew 
Hunter returns from his sabbatical and successful stint as 
Otago Rugby Coach on Monday.  I would like to thank 
the Balmacewen community, staff and Board of Trustees 
for their support over the last 18 weeks.  I look forward 
to completing the term and starting my new position as 
Principal of Kaikorai Primary School next term.   

Kind Regards 

Simon Clarke 
 

In this newsletter… 
· Otago O’Mathalon 

· Otago Science Fair 

· Netball Season 

· Cross Country 

· Basketball Season 

· ICAS Science &  
Computer Skills      
Results 

September 
5-9 Room 6 Camp 

9th Otago Cross Country 

20th Ukulele Jam 

30th Year 8 Day Out 
 

October 
5th Year 8 Sharing Night 

7th  Last Day of Term 3 
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Charlotte Cooper 

 

Hard to believe we are halfway through Term Three already.  What a busy start to 
the term it has been.  A big thank you to the Year 7 students who helped out with 
Open Night.  You did a fantastic job and represented the school well. 

We had a beautiful afternoon for the school Cross Country last Friday. The students 
had been doing a lot of training within their classes and it paid off on Friday.  Great 
job everyone. 
 

As part of our CHANGE unit this term the classes are 
learning about pubertal change.  Classes have started les-
sons this week and students may have homework tasks in 
relation to this over the next couple of weeks.  

 

On Monday 5th of September the 
Year 7 students are attending a per-
formance from Wellington called 
“Hear to See”.   Should be a great 
show.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classes will also be starting to think about their ASPIRE 
inquires for this term.  Our topic is CHANGE with our big 
question “Can we control change?”  Each class will be coming up with their own inquir-
ies based around some form of change.  This could be helping others deal with change or 
making a change.  It will be interesting to see what the students come up with.  Good 
luck everyone. 
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Terry Tarapi 

Kia ora families and friends  

Time is certainly flying by and it is incredible to think that we are half way through 
the term.  Our programmes are in full swing, with writing and reading arguments for 
literacy, solving fractional problems in math and completing our impact investiga-
tions for topic.  We wish Room 6 all the best next week at camp; this will conclude 
our Year 8 Camping Programme.   
 

We have had a number of experts visit our school to present seminars on an aspect of 
our impact theme.  
 

· We had six young scientists visit us to talk about their 
chosen professions, including treating waste water, sorting 
transport issues, to treating fly strike…  These were very 
stimulating presentations which gave the students an op-
portunity to see the science / mathematics involved in a 
career opportunity. 

· On Friday Sue Bennett spoke to all the classes about water and waste man-
agement.  This provided the students with a prime opportunity to gather in-
formation and to ask questions. 

· The students are enjoying the opportunity to organise a visit/interview at a 
venue away from school.  An important aspect will be for the students to 
work through the required process to ensure this can happen.  Thank you in 
advance for your taxi driving services! 

 

The students are now busy sorting/processing and using their background infor-
mation.  We are all looking forward to how they use this information to plan their in-
vestigation.  This year we will once again be having a sharing night, where you are 
invited to come along and view your child’s work.  This night will be on Wednesday 
5th October, which is the last Wednesday in Term 3.  The format for this night will 
centre largely on visiting your child’s classroom to view their personal and class in-
vestigations.  A newsletter will come home explaining this evening. 
 

Kind Regards 

Year 8 Staff 



Otago Science and Technology Prize Winners 2011 
Well done to the students whom 
were awarded prizes for their   
Science and Technology Fair   
enteries at the Otago Science 
Fair.  Special congratulations to 
Archie Buissink who was awarded 
a premier award for his project,  

“What is the 
best smoke 
alarm for 
waking up  
children?” 

Otago O’Mathalon By Janne Miller 

On August 29th the Otago O’Mathalon 
took place at the Town Hall involving ap-
proximately 50 teams in each year level of 
the best mathematicians from schools 
throughout Otago. 
 

Balmacewen achieved outstanding re-
sults.  In Year 8, one of our teams won the competition convincingly, as well as an-
other being placed 3rd.  In Year 7 our teams were placed 2nd, 3rd and 4th.  In addi-
tion, we had 2 other teams placed in the top 10. 

Year 7  

2nd Balmacewen A   Jack Craig 

         Cameron Miller 

         Nathan Caldwell 

         Damian Soo 

3rd Balmacewen B   George Alexander 

        Tarren Loughran 

        Hayley Dick 

       Malcolm Crack 

4th Balmacewen D 10th Balmacewen C 

1st Balmacewen A  Sean Lau 

            Holly Armstrong 

            Henri Gaudin 

            Jaren Roy 

3rd Balmacewen C Lola Garden 

             Kevin Yang  

            Sam Belcher 

            Jonty Horwell 

5th Balmacewen D  12th Balmacewen B   

Year 8  

Year 7 Year 8 
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Uniforms need to be named 
School uniforms need to be named.  Many items of clothing 
are in the lost property and cannot be reunited with their 
owners due to lack of naming.   

New Zealand Junior and Youth Darts Championships were held in Masterton 
in July.  Taonga Temoananui came third in the junior boys singles event and 
third in the mixed pairs.  He also made the one of the National Tournament 
teams.  He is placed in the top 4 darts players in his age group within in New 
Zealand.  Well done Taonga.   

Netball Season By Nicole Kereopa 
We have had a fantastic netball season once again this year with 13 teams entered in the 
competition.  We had some excellent results.   

Balmac Gold won Section One in both rounds and ended the season in a nail-biting final.   

Balmac Yellow fought hard to win their final in Section Two against Balmac Silver.  

Balmac Pink came third in Section 11. 

Balmac White played exceptionally well and won Section 12. 

Well done to all of the thirteen teams who competed this year and I look forward to follow-
ing your success in years to come. 

Thank you to all of the wonderful staff for all of their hard work and commitment.  There 
were 16 teachers involved in coaching, managing and umpiring.  Thanks also to Grace 
Ockwell for umpiring three games each Thursday for us.   

Photos of all this season’s netball teams are available for viewing and downloading from 
the link below: http://photobucket.com/BalmacNetballTeamPhotos2011  

Gold Netball Team - Top Year 8 Team  

Winners of Section One 

Yellow Netball Team -Top Year 7 Team  

Winners of Section Two  



 

Balmacewen Cross Country By Heidi Cleland 
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Basketball Season  
By Simon Clarke 

It was a successful conclusion to this 
year’s basketball competition with 
many teams reaching the finals stage 
and the Year 7 boys, Year 8 boys and 
Year 8 girls teams all winning their 
respective divisions.  It was great to 
see all of the teams improve as the 
season went on and a huge amount of 
thanks must go to our coaches; Ange-
la Ruske, Grant Roydhouse, Julie 
Robinson, Vicky Totoro, Emma 
Gough, Gavin Briggs, Liane Topham
-Kindley, Glenda Kaan, Mr Sloan, 
Mr Martin and Mr Herden. 

A special well done to Jaren Roy, Jensen Haua for making the Under 13 New Zealand Team 
and Levi Cockroft and Hunter Kindley for making the non travelling reserves.  A truly re-
markable achievement! 
 



House News  Billy Napier 
    ����������������� ��� ����������������  ����������������� ��� ����������������  

Well the weather has not been kind to us over the last couple of months and con-
sequently we have been unable to host the Friday House Sports.  However we 
were able to eventually run the Annual School Cross Country last Friday after-
noon.  All four houses had good numbers competing, with the overall house win-
ner coming down to the wire with much adding and calculating (thanks Mrs Cle-
land). Congratulations to Shetland, who just pipped Chapman to take the points 
this year.   Lynn came in third with Highgate just back in forth place.  We are really 
looking forward to the school athletics later in the term.  Hopefully with the sun we 
have had lately, the houses can get back out competing on Friday afternoons.  

ICAS Exam Results By Anna Garthwaite 

It has been great to see so many Balmacewen Intermediate students take up the 
opportunity of entering the ICAS exams (International Competitions and Assess-
ments for Schools).   Some of the results from the exams are:   

Science  

Year 7: 
Hank Niemi – Distinction 
Nicholas Tregonning – Distinction 
Oscar McGuire – Distinction 
Tarren Loughran – Distinction 
Archie Buissink – Distinction 

Year 8: 
Holly Armstrong- Distinction 
Michael Sewell – Distinction 
Grant McNaughton – Distinction 
Carlssen Van Rooyen – Distinction 
Annabelle Ritchie – Distinction 
Henri Gaudin – High Distinction 
Michael Freeman – Distinction 
Lucy Cathro – Distinction 

Computer Skills  

Year 7: 
Archie Buissink – High Distinction 
Jack Craig – Distinction 
Hayley Dick – Distinction 
Oscar McGuire – Distinction 

Year 8: 
Carlssen Van Rooyen – Distinction 
Holly Armstrong – High Distinction 
Sean Lau – Distinction 
Annabelle Ritchie – Distinction 
Jason Stewart – Distinction 

Well done to all participants in the ICAS competitions!  

Rugby World Cup Public Training sessions that the teams will host:  
Romania:  University Oval  Sept 19  10am-12pm 
Romania:  University Oval  Sept 20  10am-12pm   
England:  Carisbrook Sept 20  Time TBC   

Romania:  University Oval  Sept 21  10am-12pm  
Romania:  University Oval  Sept 22  10am-12pm   
Italy: University Oval  Sept 29  3-5pm  



Community Notices  
Chipmunks are starting a new childcare programme for those parents needing childcare in the 
weekends due to work and other commitments.   
  
NEW fully supervised weekend childcare  
Saturdays and Sundays 9am until 5pm  
Starting soon, enrolments now being taken, places limited 
  

WINZ subsidies available to qualifying families.  Also BEFORE and AFTER school care available 
 Contact us at Dunedin@chipmunks.co.nz or phone 4776762 

  
 Shampoo with Nit-Enz Certified Organic shampoo twice a 
week, normal conditioner afterwards, and you won't have 
to worry about head lice again ! 
  
$15.35 NIT-ENZ Certified Organic Shampoo 225ml (will last 
approximately a school term when used as directed!) 

  
$10.20 NIT-ENZ Head Lice Repellent Hair Gel 200ml or Hair Spray 165ml to help keep them away! 
  
Nit-Enz is NOW available from Dunedin Pak n Save  or for further details visit www.nit-enz.com. 

Parent Evening:  
International consultant & author of Removing Dyslexia as a Barrier to Learning - Neil M cKay 

Held at Cromwell Presbyterian Church on Thursday the 29th September 7-9pm.   

Cost: $10 per person.   

NORTHEAST VALLEY JUNIOR CRICKET 
Registration: Saturday 17 September, 10-12 am OR Tu esday 20 Septem-
ber,  

4 to 5:30 pm, Clubrooms, Gardens Ground, Bank Stree t. Boys and girls  

ages 5-14 welcome.  For further information please see our website: 

www.wix.com/juniorcricket/nev-jcc  

OBHS  
Last enrolment day 
for 2012 is Sept 
16th . 
 


